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Résumé

This article presents data from an experimental gender audit that was completed of
the national agricultural research system in Ethiopia. The results show how agriculture
researchers understand and practice gender in Ethiopia and what the research outputs say
about EIAR’s ability to incorporate gender across the research process. The article applies
gender mainstreaming theory and feminist research methods and methodologies to frame the
analysis. This body of scholarship highlights crucial questions that go beyond the counting
of male and female participants in research surveys and the recruitment of female informants,
a problem at EIAR. The article argues that focusing on gender mainstreaming ignores the
power relations that currently maintain the status quo and prevent a substantial approach
to ‘doing gender’. In order to improve gender equality in Ethiopia’s agriculture sector,
EIAR needs to expand the methodologies currently used and include and raise awareness for
feminist methods. This study adds to the emerging literature on Ethiopian women studies,
gender mainstreaming, institutional reform, and gender research methods.
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