Urban governance and democratic decentralization

José G. Vargas-Hernandez*!

1University Center for Economic and Managerial SciencesUniversityof Guadalajara — Mexique

Résumé

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the implications of democratic or political and administrative or
fiscal decentralization in the downward accountability, participatory and deliberative democ-
racy to shape the urban governance of natural resources, facilities, infrastructure, etc. The
methodological and theoretical approach of the analysis is framed by the institutional theory,
analyses the power relationships and interactions between national and local governments,
authorities, agencies, politicians, and other actors within the urban democratic governance
system, downward accountability, participative and deliberative democracy, etc. Finally, in
the conclusion it is argued that some institutionalized democratic mechanisms and manage-
ment practices can be implemented in the political or democratic and administrative or fiscal
decentralization to improve democratic urban governance of natural resources, environmen-
tal and urban green areas.
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